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Summary

The aggregate stability of OHIzuMI Volcanic ash soil and NaNBU brown forest soil was
classified according to the method of Emerson to evaluate the degree of swelling, slaking and
dispersion of the soil aggregate. Results obtained are as follows.

1) Aggregate stability could not be readily evaluated by applying Emerson’s method when
the samples were wet. On the other hand, the degree of swelling, slaking and dispersion of the
soil aggregates was easily evaluated in air-dried samples.

2) The aggregate stability of OHIZUMI volcanic ash soil was found to correspond to class
(7), and that of NANBU brown soil to class (5).

3) It is suggested that Emerson’s method can be applied to the evaluation and classification
of aggregate stability of Japanese soils provided that the distinctive characteristics of the soils are

taken into account.
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