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It was a pleasure and honor to participate in the session
”Battles of Soil Scientists in Fukushima, Japan”. I was
very impressed by work that is being done among the soil
science community in Japan to address this enormous chal-
lenge. The dedication and the novel and practical ap-
proaches being used are remarkable. I found the most
interesting and inspiring part was the way the different
groups of scientists and volunteers have come together,
working with local residents. Although this is such a large,
complex, and difficult problem, the session in Tampa was a
testament to the significant intellectual resources in Japan
that are addressing this problem. I hope that there can be
continued exchanges between the United States and Japan
that would provide an opportunity for our students and sci-
entists to ‘see’ the different remediation strategies being
used and to interact with the various groups involved. As
a point of moving forward, I think this session was logical
starting point looking at where the contamination exists in
the soils of Fukushima and the transport of radioactive Cs
in the soil profile. I think that continued linkages with the
soil chemistry and soil mineralogy communities would be
beneficial. For example, another session in Tampa was fo-
cused on K-fixation in soils and the information that was
presented in that session has direct relevance to the Cs

problem in Fukushima. Thank you for the opportunity to

participate in this Session.



