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From Dr. Marco Bittelli

The interactions between soil, plant and atmosphere are
a key element for the existence of life on earth. Its under-
standing through measurements and modelling is of utmost
importance both for scientific inquiry and for sustainabil-
ity. In a contest of increasing world population and climate
change, this system must be fully understood and quanti-
fied, to be able to provide food to global population in the
future, in a sustainable way.
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From Dr. Jirka SimUnek and Dr. Miroslav Sejna
Dear members of the Japanese Society of Soil Physics,
We would like to invite you to visit the HYDRUS web-

site (https://www.pc-progress.com/en/Default.aspx) that
we maintain to support the HYDRUS users. HYDRUS
is a collection of very widely used software packages for
simulating water, heat, and solute movement in one-, two-
and three-dimensional variably saturated porous media and
consisting of computational computer programs and so-
phisticated interactive graphics-based user interfaces. A
brief description of HYDRUS is given in the “Introduc-
tion” and “Program Description”.

We would like to encourage you to use various resources
that we have developed and posted over the years support-
ing HYDRUS users at the HYDRUS website. This sophis-
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ticated web site provides, for example, a) the latest news
about various HYDRUS developments (including informa-
tion about upcoming short courses), b) a large number of
solved problems and tutorials, ¢) a list of several thousand
references in which HYDRUS programs have been used,
and c) several discussion forums where users can submit
questions about the different HYDRUS software packages.
You can also download several additional nonstandard HY-
DRUS modules (with many examples demonstrating their
use and brief descriptions of the theories behind them) that
significantly expand the capabilities of the HYDRUS soft-
ware.

We very much welcome the wide use of our software
by members of your community. Please note that we are
planning an online HYDRUS short course for your time

zone in the Fall (in the week of September 13), and that
could provide us an opportunity to meet.

Happy Hydrusing.
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