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Water flow analysis in unsaturated soils using physics-informed neural networks

Koki OIKAWA 2 and Hirotaka SAITO!

Abstract: Conventional deep learning models do not al-
ways follow physical conditions such as governing equa-
tions in their predictions. Physics-Informed Neural Net-
works (PINNs) add physical loss terms to the loss function
to evaluate whether the predictions are satisfied with the
governing equations and initial and boundary conditions,
in addition to a prediction loss term to evaluate the error
between the predictions and the training data when learn-
ing deep learning models. Conventional numerical inverse
analysis to estimate soil hydraulic properties requires ap-
propriate settings for boundary and initial conditions. One
novel example that allows more flexible condition setting
than process-based models is an inverse analysis method
using PINNs. PINNS, given training data on pressure head
and/or volumetric water content and the Richards equation
as a governing equation, can predict changes in pressure
head over time and the soil hydraulic property profiles.
This paper describes examples of PINNs used both in for-
ward and inverse analysis of variably saturated water flow
in soils. Finally, we summarize some recent studies using
PINNS in the field of soil physics and future issues.

Key Words : PINNSs, Inverse analysis, Soil hydraulic prop-
erty
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2023). 22T, BRE¥EETALEEETIE, THl
EHREE T — & DEEZFMST 2 THIBKEZ I T
372, AR - JEARAKGEEFE LRV E
PTG 3 2 P EEE S TH 2 R BRI N R 72 S DAY Physics-
Informed Neural Networks (PINNs) T» % (Raissi et al.,
2019). MEZENE 52 570, BHEOEEYE ¢ X
THEET—ROEVPIDDLRL, ) AXDBHZ L5745
ETHEETE 2 Z e PHFTE 2% (Karnidakis et al.,
2021).
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R M 2 T AR B BRI 2 L HKE IR+
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HYDRUS % F W7z (0[5 O g by 58 T ik, AR
St WA Yk 4 T i%&#kmbfﬁﬁ?é
RERDH L e BEfHEIhTwd (BN S, 2006). %
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W EEN D B, 2 2T, — RN Rk
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Fig. 1
K BEUM-vG EFLDARTFA—%& (a, n)

W5 2T, MAED S THKEN %R FRIT 2 &5 R
¥REFNVEEZ S (Fig. 1la). Fig. la ® NN X, AH
EBR1ECT2a2=y b, FEBEN4ETKES 2=,
HWAOER1E1 2=y +Ths. NNTIiX, H2z21=v
FOEEZFTIOE D&KL=y b DEZEERE L TIREZH
% (1) X)), 2=y FOEZXROEICHES & 212IEHL
BB CIRMIE S 5. TEMELBEENCIZ 1T sigmoid B
B0 tanh RISV S S,

1 ) ;
::Z(ﬁf17m¥”0+d” (1)
k=1

ZZT, altdAME, 1 (G- BHXBY2=y
ML, WIIZEAN BRI, fITEH R, b ianNA 7
A TH%. BEFPERHFETE, BEEREZHRIMET 3 X
HIWCEAMNEBRHME AN, T RAZRET B Z & CHEEEY
EFLEHET S, ZOEHNBEKYL LT, THHEYL Y
F— XD _FEETERINIELRERPH LN
3. tHKEHETHTZ5E8, UTo 2) KXo k>
WCHBEX, FRETOEREL =LAKEH O HIES
PEF—Zr L, TOBEX, RETOEHRLLZLIHK
ESOTHUE L DY) —FFRZITHR 5.
2
>) @

Z 2T, MSE XV aR_GRE, N 39787 —2H8, K,
FIER b Sz tHokES, 2 @3RS (em), ¢ IZRFH
(@, "BEEHITFHETHZ e 2RT.

2.2 VEEREEMAALEFBFEETI

VIR 2 AR AR TRIEEE T LTI, X7
X - EREMEPYEERIE LTE2 605,
KBIBQC THHERIE (P T —%) OFWMsEEn 3
HiE, BUEMHNT X8R D, TRTOWH - HREMF%
2B THROI R THZ. £3, O - HR
SRR Y U CRET 2 A IEEHAT 5. EE
REHD L5727 4V 7 UBSREM WIS R 18 TE
Y LTHZ235A1, Fdo ) Xchzx 5. OIHASMH

mmﬁz@zz

Oll

(@) =D THIKENDHRORHZNZ FRT =2 —F 1%y bV —2HEEDH], (b)
SEFHUT =2 —F 0y b T —ZEEDH.
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THE =0 DEFKENOTRE THi%, LimoiEst
ZHETHNUE =0 DEFKENORMENES X 3.
Bl 2 X LS E IR EETHIUE, z=0 Tt 3EE
DREI» SEALR FHER) Z¥ET—-2 LTEHER
5. L7 I v 7 ABREEOEEE, BIFO 3) KXo
9112, EMoTHKEHOTFIEI»SREZ 7T v 2
Al 52275y 7 AMEL O _FEETERIN
% (Oikawa and Saito, 2024).

7 2
wseae = g [ (1 52) < o
T IT, N EFHEAEL, K IEREAEKEE (emd ™)),
g7 v 272 (emd™ ) TH2. LHKEHDZREMH
7B LRI, BEIMD TEE» DOEMICEHE
T% % (Baydin et al, 2018). HEIf#% TiZ NN &1
=v DA G OMITITE T 2 EEHED 5, NN
DATHEIZNTF 2 HEO AR KD Hh 5.

FIZKEHERICE § 2 PHERIEICOWTIE, 18
KD BE ZMRE T IHERY F v —XXZ2HWT
(Richards, 1931), (4) XTERIN3S. Mﬁ*éﬁk“f?biﬂlﬁ
FRRT D5 & EBERN 2K IRt &, W D5 G
WRRMT U 72K IRFF AR D 3K D 5.

MSEppg

s E{F- a5

ZIT, 0 3AREEKE (mPm™3), + 3K (D) TH 3

(4) NIIVHBRIE DR ) 7 ¥ — XX 2723 5
ZRHii S 5 H D TH 5. YHIERIEDEFEIZH W % 7
RUE, AT REIFN TR D 270 & 5127 7 V%
BTV I TREIND Z e HZ W, Fig. 212 PINNs O
THHER, YHEARR 2T 258 (z,0) Z/R L7z, #Ed
BERS z, MENIREE r 2R LT 5. RS GAIOHER
2 - FmEERSEM (Kdo O), K 0 23 HIHsHF
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Fig. 2 PINNs O&HEEEZFAMS 28 (2, 1). THHEKIZ 2
M DR T — &, YHEHBRIINSREED,» S 7 v X L
BHR U728 CRkHilis 2 2 & ZRE L 7=,
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Fig. 3 PINNs T X 2 JHEATIRG O SHRIHOHERS.
Table 1 PINNs OfiEtfrsett.
JNE fi#E AT A FEAST
AoBs 0 1
Nogs 0 10575
ApDE 1 1
NpDE 63000 8000
2'ini 1 0
Nini 50 0
ABC 1 1
Ngc 1260 80

(Ko A) o725, ZEF—2DF LT, 24
DEFRSITRE L TR =12 X 3R EL T —
& (Ko x) ZHVSEEZRLE. YEEKIIOW
T, TR MR T2 : B P 1 hH5TES
1 —z ZEf) 2 HAERISEA LN (KNP 0@) I8\ T

VF v — X OFREDFHGiX 415 . PINNs OB
X, ULEoEKEOEASEOM TS X505 ((5) R).

Loss := AgpsMSE s + AppEMSEppE

)
+ ABcMSEgc + AiniMSEini

ZZT, MIEATH 3. PINNs DR#ELFEZ, F
ICHERMGRCRE FEO—FETH 2 HIGHE — X ¥ MEE
(Adaptive Moment Estimation % 7z1% ADAM) (Kingma
and Ba, 2014) #E= 2 — + Y {EO—FTH % L-BFGS-B
(Byrd et al., 1995; Liu and Nocedal, 1989) 2SHW &2
(B 5, 2021). RFEFTHWZ ADAM X AECD 5
ERENIEIHL T, I X =K% ENRZTEHT 0%l
T 2EEB2ALDORZZXWISCTHBET 52205 T
=% (#1L5,2024). PINNs Ti, #EE2MDIELTE
THANRTRX—=REEIET 270, FEHOEERSZEHFITEIIK
BRI EREROBER C THREINZ D, WIhd
M Z L ISR B2 3RET 2RNEDND 5.

3. YEERZHPMAATFBFBEMICEL S
Featlk 5 EAZIr D ERAH

3.1 l[EfEHR

PINNs D€ 7 UEFIC B W CTIEMEHNT & ST Ic AR E
BI75E W E 2 WS, 2 2Tk HYDRUS O & 5 22 AREH
KB DRUERAT © Ak, ZEAERE X 0w -
BRSGMRCRE3 2 YR RTHS D THARBEB R EE L,
TEOREIFIK BB R Z BEH & 3 2 56 & IEfghT &
L7=. JEftrof] (Supplement 1) ¥ LT, HiR/KAIA
500 cm TO0.1cmd™! OEERY 7 v 7 2 Gak - B,
2023) BHB7 LA R—L0E—RIEIRHLT, ki
K2emd ' O—E7 7 v 7 AEREMEGZBED
B Ial—yarzrd. EHRREEIE sigmoid BY
¥, moft7r3 ) XAk ADAM, KIEEIENZ 20 F1E
& LT, Python ODEWM¥E Z 4 7 F 1V TH 3 PyTorch
(Paszke et al., 2019) THEEEL 7=, YRS O A 5
X0~ 100cm £ T, REMHEZO~6 HEOH D25 Z7 7
ViKY Y v TEA. NN #iE%Z Fig. lall
MLTz. 714 n—a0fENLEKRE K & A EERIKS
BEIREE 71T % Mualem-van Genuchten (M-vG)
£5 )L (van Genuchten, 1980) D XF X —XIZYV A4 L h
&1 7 OfE (Carsel and Parrish, 1988) % 7=, {85
BOFER Table 1 IZF L 7.

HEABEBOHRE (Fig. 3) rEHBEREOFKED
i e R E KBS ORREZ O FHIKE R (Fig. 4) %
RUT. FEBEOWIH (Fig. 4a,b) 132 THREIKE
T, VF v — XA T 2 EBERIED N2 72 (Fig.
3). Z0tk, I ERTZTHY F v — XN EH X
WVIRREY 2 o 7= (Fig. 4de, ). KEMEEAH 10 HREI%
Bz 2 EREBOEGEHEDEL/NE L o7 (Fig.
3). BRI SN EHKENB X CREEKRDOT
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HHEZ, [F U TSt HYDRUS OJERNT & RO #E
RTHo7 (Fig. 5. WEEMHEZ 5 ZTWZRWY 100 cm
DS X6 HL D HYDRUS ¥ K Z 2413450
T, VbW TAMF ITHY T 2 mcbEHTE 3R]
REMEDS R X N7z,

BEFREZE Tk, PINN 12 & 2 EEHT D72 < 2w,
Yang and Mei (2022) 13AFEEKREGL DV F ¥ — XK
ZHAAAT PINNs #HWT, Bt TR dia—EK
BEKBEZMEO—TOSHERTEHS 2GRN Lz, B
—ku— 2 EIEENGY LT, XEHERE XU
SRR Vo YRR A 2 EKE e U TR
JEFEE T RMERL T, TEROBIERNTE X CFEHIE
EFE LR WKREEKEOFRIEDE Sz, P - B
4 (2022) T, THEORKMRERNC BT 2 AR
BEH O NEMENTIC PINNs Z Wiz, 2R 7T -2 %252
FICKELAERE LK OO - BRSMA2 0 e BB
L7=ETFME, 2 DDMEDKREEKEORZE T —
REFAEIIEY LTS5 X ET L ERT, YHEEL
Dl % 2 < BE LRI IUIEEE O FRIFERE S
ol LoL, MWHEBXOFILREZZTHIL
BREYEHETVOYEHBEEOHE IR I EKRT S Z
CZORMBE. Lizho T, IEENDGEIE I
BHRE D THRROYEE 7 112x LT PINNs D #{1

HEEHE DRV, 2L, BRSO EREFEET VI,
TEROEfEANT C IXRL D, EEOWE, RO ASME
W U CERIC I E (FHIME) 2R 2 Z e TES.
¥ 7z, R33N TIRIEROYEE 7T LT
2 SRR E DS ATRE &\ o J2 B A H 5. Wang et al.
(2023) 1%, —KILOIK - BARBEN 2 TS 2 =01, PR
FERE LTV F v — XX BETRILEOT RO BB OY)
MZ& A% 5 2 7= Multiphysics-Informed Neural Networks
(=/F PINNs) 2L L7z, LHOKZBH O AR S
FTIHERH AR EZRT 256, 206 ORFEEF
Hrizid~ L F PINNs DRERDPNEL 725

3.2 R

R EHIKEN R AR EKBORGEN T — 205,
BURLZEKGREL K & REIRUK T BERIEE T L TH % M-
VG ETND T X — R ZHEE T 5 PINNs (DWW T
5. ZOBEIE, WO LHETICHET25DTH
%. T OF] (Supplement 1) & LT, iR U 7= EARAT
YEBEOREY I 2L —YaryENSEE LT, HYDRUS
DRPEFRER DD S LK > —TOHEZEL T
6 m. (X 10, 20, 40, 60, 80, 100 cm) DLHKESN
DRERZELT — & & 3 i (X0, 30, 70 cm) DKRFEE
IKRDIRIRZ(L T — & (Supplement 1) % FHIFEIRIHD
P AWz (Table 1). NEfEMT & FItkiz, HRKALH
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500cm TO.lecmd™! ORERTZ S v 7 2A0H2 714
B—20LFICHLT, Hiic2emd ' 0o—E 75 v >
AERGEME G Z125E0RBY I 2 V- 3 VRN
WRE Uiz, WO RER 27104 0 —LDHST
B DEIFIE KR K, BE P M-vG EFALDART A —&
(a,n) D18 X C—BIIIRD SN EEE O FIIE
DEX A (WIEAZAE) EARH L L. NN &, R
WS ZANEE UCThAH/KESZFHF 2 NN (Fig. 1a)
, WX EANMHEL U TRIFLEKGRE K B & M-vG
ETNALDNRTI A=K (a,n) ZTFHF 2 NN (Fig. 1b)
D 2 D% MWz, Fig. 1| OFITIEEIFBEKERE K B X
U M-vG EFTILDNRT X=X (a,n) ZE—r L=,
NN T INHDRT X =R ERESFHAOGHE LTF
HWF2ETLE L. FRIEEMBEEII sigmoid BEK,
Bt 739 X513 ADAM, RIEFENE 20 FEE L
T, PyTorch THEE L. YHEIEHFOFMAIREZ 0 ~
100 cm £ T, 2% 0~ 8 HEl o2 57 il
HgY > TV v I TEAR. EEEET ORI DM
Brisr, RONETHBKENKENT, —KRACY
HEAREA RS VIR 2 D, KNI 2 TOEKIED
IWNHF 2 (Fig. 6). TH/KFENB X CHREEKREOTHI
1%, [ U5t D HYDRUS & RIBOFERTH - 7=
(Fig. 7). 72721, FIHIEDES %252 T\WikWnwi
B, FIHAD FiHED EFKEN ZBAFHMELTLE -
TW3. ZhE, PLEATWSIREDL S DREHRD
TV F v — XU T 2 WEIBRIE N K R B 729
EEZLND. WX T B o -BE KRR K B
FUM-vG EFILDRTFA—& (o, n) 3HEDFHUEZ
T A —2 LBl FAEOERTH -7 (Fig.
8). ZdXS1Z, PINNs Zffio T, RIEEED LHIKE
hoZ» s, BREKER K BXUEMVG EFLOD

NI RX =& (a,n) ZHHENIEIDHEET LI LDTES.
JKIZ PINNs £ 7L %2 WL OKIBEI RS X —&
DHYEHTIZOWT, BHEMEZ WL O80T 5. fEk
5 (2023) F AR X B HRKERBICBWT, THERN
2 MO E DREE KR DR LT — 2 % FHIEKIE
& LT, PINNs E7/LOMEEL FRHCE—REHD E
WHBRSIALED K, BEUEM-vG ET VDT X —
& (o, n) ZWfENT X DHEE L7z, AR Depina et al.
(2022) W3H— /) LV z—DEL—VLEELIZES
+TDH 5 2 DRMEHABD 6 HDONEDIKEE KK DR
ZE¥E T -2 LT, Ks BEEM-vG EFLDART
X=X (a,n) ZHFNT X OHEEL /=

TEIFIK S BB D —DTH 2 K HEHRZ D b
D% THITAMEHITHbN TS, Bandai and Ghezze-
hei (2021) &, H—7% 1 Lo v — 2 E HENORE %
fRET SR LT, %X eRld 5 EFKENZ2FHT 3
NN 2 Z T, Z®d NN TFHl& =tk ES oMo
TEDXEME % ASME . U TARBIANEKRE & AR &R
(T b b REEMBE KR KRRz 0b D) %
THIFT 2 NN Z W7, ERBEBUIFERRO 10 SOk
EKRORENT — R DFHRIERIEL )V F v — X
ROVHEEKE» HEHRSNZ. 2L T, 20cm O¥—
LB O ERIK S BE T T A2 M L 72, Bandai and
Ghezzehei (2022) 1%, 2 OB TEHNOREE N
LT, FARRicE—tE»ro k2 LB NEEZhZh
NN THREEKR, FERLEKREE T LE X UIKIE
Frfiis 2 T L 7=, 2485 D PINNs Tl3EEE O R IF
IRDBEIRMEE T VRS 272, FRIFLEKGRE Y
KGRI ZO D ERDT WS, £/, ORI
23277y 7 AERZEHEEG 252k, FHHE
KIAY U F v — XS HD S WHEELIED S B BEEE
FEFRLTWS. —F, Oikawa and Saito (2024) 1%, &
XEANMEL LTK, BEIUM-VG EFILDATA—XK
(a,n) izt (FHl) 32 NN (Fig. 1b) ¥, &
LD & tHKES Z FHlF %2 NN (Fig. la) 25672
% PINNs ZH\WT, L@ - FEE 312 50 cm ORLJETE
DRMI2a—a vzl 2E 7T -3 6 K
DX (10, 20, 40, 60, 80, 100 cm) D HHIKFES & 3 A
DEEZX (0, 30,70 cm) DEEEIKBOERE T — X %
Hz7. 6 EOBETICNLT, K BEXUEM-VG ET
NDNRFT A =& (a,n) ShriadElb L7z, MEEIhz
HEEEET VX, TEOES LR S FKENB
FUOERDHEE DS K BEUIM-VvG ETLDRT X —
& (o, n) DiEFTHUTES. L7zd>7T, PINNs £F
NERERT 22X, PET—XPYWHEE e FE LR
WAER H KB ER R W X DHfEET 2 b
fRIRT & 5. L= WEHTIC PINNs ZFIH T 2 F5 2 L
T, ZXuIFEMERNEZNRE LT, W/ A X% 8
LHE L [ES DT — XD & RO BRI EUE 5
ftt L7=fhicBw, VMEERHOEAZ FHFEA XD
EED S 9 BFREEETTREL LGS IXEBE LR
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