Publication Ethics for "Journal of the Japanese Society of Soil Physics"

" Journal of the Japanese Society of Soil Physics " is a scientific journal published by the Japanese Society
of Soil Physics, aiming to achieve the society's objective of "promoting the progress and dissemination of
research on soil physics, thereby contributing to the advancement of agricultural technology and
environmental science." To ensure that " Journal of the Japanese Society of Soil Physics " continues to
make high-standard scientific contributions to soil physics and related academic communities, it is essential
that all authors, editors, and reviewers adhere to high ethical standards in fulfilling their respective roles.
This ethics policy outlines the actions to be taken by authors, editors, and reviewers, as well as responses

to misconduct.

Authors' Ethics

- Authors are responsible for reporting research results accurately and honestly. Fabrication, falsification,
and plagiarism of data are strictly prohibited. Authors must maintain high integrity and transparency

throughout the research process and accurately convey the results.

- Authors are required to describe the data and research methods in detail and make the data available for
other researchers to reproduce the study if necessary. Data transparency is crucial for ensuring the reliability

and reproducibility of the research.

- Submitted manuscripts must be entirely original. It is important to publish one's own unique research
findings without infringing on the copyrights of other researchers. Proper citation and referencing enhance

the credibility of the research.

- Those listed as authors must have made a substantial contribution to the research. It is essential that all
co-authors understand the research content and approve of their contribution. Clarification of

responsibilities among co-authors is also necessary.

- Authors must disclose any financial, personal, or other conflicts of interest that may affect the research
results or interpretation. Disclosure of conflicts of interest enhances the transparency and credibility of the

research.
Editors' Ethics
- Editors are responsible for evaluating manuscripts based on their academic merit, regardless of the authors'

race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity, nationality, or political beliefs. The evaluation of

submitted manuscripts requires a fair process that is free from bias and preconception.



- The content of submitted manuscripts must be treated as confidential information and must not be
disclosed to third parties without the authors' consent. Confidentiality is essential to protect the intellectual

property rights of the authors.

- If editors have any conflicts of interest, they must delegate the manuscript processing to other editors to

maintain fairness. Avoiding conflicts of interest increases the reliability of the review process.

- Editors have a responsibility to conduct appropriate investigations and take necessary actions if
misconduct is suspected. Identifying and addressing misconduct is crucial for maintaining the credibility

of the Japanese Society of Soil Physics.

Reviewers' Ethics

- Reviewers must treat the manuscripts under review as confidential information and must not share them
with others. Reviewers are responsible for evaluating the manuscripts without disclosing their contents to

third parties.

- Reviewers are expected to evaluate manuscripts fairly and objectively, eliminating personal biases.
Constructive criticism and providing specific and clear feedback to help authors improve their manuscripts

are required.

- Reviews must be completed within the specified timeframe. If delays are expected, reviewers must

promptly notify the editors and request appropriate measures.

- If reviewers have any conflicts of interest, they must promptly notify the editors.

Response to Misconduct

- If misconduct is suspected, the editorial board will promptly conduct an investigation. The investigation

will be fair and thorough, and the opinions of the parties involved will be heard.

- If misconduct is confirmed as a result of the investigation, appropriate actions such as retraction,
correction of the manuscript, and sanctions against the authors will be taken. This ensures the reliability

and fairness of "Journal of the Japanese Society of Soil Physics."

- The results of the investigation and the actions taken will be appropriately communicated to the parties
involved and disclosed if necessary. Maintaining transparency is essential to preserve the trust of the

members of the Japanese Society of Soil Physics.
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