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Basic Policy on Manuscript Submissions

The editorial board always welcomes unsolicited submissions from

members and aims to process submitted manuscripts as quickly as possible

and publish them whenever possible. However, manuscripts submitted for
publication in “Journal of the Japanese Society of Soil Physics” must be
beneficial and well-developed for readers. The editorial board will evaluate
whether submitted manuscripts meet the criteria for publication in “Journal
of the Japanese Society of Soil Physics” and determine their suitability for
publication. Please note that dual submissions to other journals are not
permitted.

Requirements for submitted manuscripts

When submitting a manuscript, please read the “Submission Guidelines”
and “Manuscript Writing Guidelines” carefully and follow them. Please
understand that readers are busy and take the time to read your manuscript,
and make every effort to submit a completed manuscript. The requirements
for submitted manuscripts are as follows.

(1) Content

1)  Originality (for original papers and notes).

2)  Beneficial to the readers of this journal.

3)  Logical progression from introduction, research methods, to
conclusions.

(2) Expression

1)  Well-structured overall composition of the manuscript.

2)  Appropriate title.

3)  Appropriate language expression.

4)  Appropriate English abstract or Japanese summary.

5)  Appropriate use of SI units and symbols.

6)  Appropriate keywords.

7)  Appropriate English expression.

Submission of manuscripts

The editorial board will accept manuscripts after confirming that they
meet the minimum formal requirements. If the requirements are not met,
the Editorial Board may contact the author or return the manuscript without
acceptance.

Purpose and attitude of reading

The editorial board will read the accepted manuscripts to obtain
information to determine whether they are suitable for publication in
“Journal of the Japanese Society of Soil Physics”. The editorial board will
select appropriate readers and request them to read the manuscripts. The
editorial board asks readers to pay particular attention to the following
points.

1)  The author is responsible for the content of the manuscript. The
value of the manuscript is determined by the reader.

2)  Thereview is not intended to criticize or discuss the content.
Therefore, differences in opinion do not constitute grounds for
rejection.

3)  Reviewers are not in a position to provide research guidance to
authors. Therefore, requests for additional experiments or
calculations should be avoided as much as possible.

4)  Review deadlines must be strictly adhered to.

The editorial board may request revisions from the author as necessary to
ensure that the manuscript meets the requirements for submission.
However, this is not intended as guidance or advice to the author. The
responsibility for the content of the manuscript remains solely with the
author.

Review procedures and acceptance/rejection of submitted manuscripts

(1)  The editorial committee will request two suitable reviewers for
papers and research notes, and one suitable reviewer for manuscripts
in other categories.

(2) Reviewers evaluate the submitted manuscript based on the criteria
outlined in “2” and report their findings to the Editorial Board along
with their overall opinion and specific comments.

(3)  The editorial board reviews the review results and decides whether to
accept or reject the submitted manuscript. In principle, the following
guidelines apply to papers and research notes:

1)  Ifboth reviewers give an overall rating of A (acceptable as is), the
manuscript will be accepted (accepted for publication) on the date
the review results are received.

2)  Ifonereviewer gives an overall rating of A and the other gives a
rating of B (acceptable if the points raised are revised), or if both
give a rating of B, the author will be asked to make minor revisions
to address the points raised. The manuscript will be accepted once
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the revised manuscript is submitted and the editorial board has
confirmed the revisions.

3)  Ifonereviewer's overall evaluation is B and the other is C (requires
re-reading after the pointed-out issues are revised), or if both
reviewers' overall evaluations are C, we will request the author to
make relatively major revisions to the pointed-out issues. The
revised manuscript will be re-read.

4)  If one reviewer's overall evaluation is D (not suitable for
publication), the editorial borad will determine the appropriate
action, including requesting a third reviewer's evaluation.

5)  Ifboth reviewers give a D rating, the manuscript will be returned to
the author with an explanation of the reasons.

6)  Reviews are limited to two rounds. If a C or D rating is given in the
re-review, the editorial board will determine the appropriate action.

(4)  Thereasons for giving a D rating in the overall review results are as
follows:

1)  Works that are considered to have already been published.

2)  Works with fundamental errors in important parts.

3)  Content that is not based on facts but merely expresses subjective
opinions (in the case of papers or research notes).

4)  Content that merely states conventional wisdom without any new
insights (in the case of papers or research notes).

5)  Content that contains numerous fundamental issues requiring
revision.

6)  Content structured as a serialized series, where each installment
cannot be recognized as an independent work.

7)  Manuscripts with a rough overall structure or writing style, making
it impossible to assess the content.

8)  Manuscripts whose content does not align with the journal's

objectives.
9)  Other manuscripts deemed unsuitable for publication in this
journal.
Other

1)  All co-authors must take responsibility for the manuscript. If there
are basic errors that suggest a co-author has not read the manuscript,
despite their involvement, we may halt the review process and return
the manuscript.

2)  When returning revised manuscripts, please create and attach a
response form (list of revised sections and content corresponding to
the pointed-out issues) that clearly shows the results of the revisions.

3)  Once amanuscript is published, it will remain subject to evaluation
and criticism for a long time. Please handle review opinions as
calmly and carefully as possible. If there are misunderstandings,
efforts are required not only to clarify the misunderstandings but also
to revise the writing to prevent such misunderstandings in the future.

4)  Ifyou resubmit a manuscript that was returned as “unsuitable for
publication,” it will be treated as a new submission. Please confirm
and consider the reasons for the “unsuitable for publication” decision
thoroughly before resubmitting.

(Revised on October 25, 2025)

Guidelines for Reviewing “Journal of the Japanese Society of Soil
Physics”
Please strictly adhere to the review deadline. If you are unable to
complete the review by the deadline, please contact the editorial
committee office immediately.
The following items are required for submitted manuscripts in the
“Submission Guidelines.” These criteria will also be used for review.
(1)  Content

1)  Originality (for original papers and notes).

2)  Benefit to the journal's readers.

3)  Logical progression from introduction, research methods, to

conclusions.
(2)  Expression

1)  Overall structure of the manuscript is well-organized.

2)  Appropriate use of language.

3)  Appropriate title.

4)  Appropriate English abstract or Japanese summary.

5)  Appropriate use of SI units and symbols.

6)  Appropriate keywords.

7)  Appropriate use of English.
The following are examples of reasons for rejection:

1)  Those deemed to have been previously published.

2)  Those containing fundamental errors in important parts.

3)  Those that merely state subjective opinions rather than being based
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on facts (in the case of papers or research notes).
4)  Those that merely state conventional wisdom without any new
insights (in the case of papers or research notes).
5)  Those containing numerous fundamental issues requiring revision.
6)  Those structured as a series, where each installment cannot be
recognized as an independent work.
7)  Those with a rough overall structure or writing style, making it
impossible to assess the content.
8)  Those whose content does not align with the journal's objectives.
9)  Others deemed unsuitable for publication in this journal.
Responsibility for the content of the manuscript lies solely with the
author. Additionally, the value of the manuscript is determined by the
readers.
Reviewing is not intended for criticism or discussion of content.
Therefore, differences in opinion are not grounds for rejection.
Reviewers are not in a position to provide research guidance to authors.
Therefore, please avoid requesting additional experiments or
calculations as much as possible.
Reviewers should not negotiate directly with authors. All negotiations
with authors are the responsibility of the editorial committee.
The contents of the pre-print manuscript obtained as a reviewer may not
be used or quoted in any form. Please take strict care in this regard.
Requesting revisions from the author and then re-reviewing the
manuscript and giving it an overall rating of D (inappropriate for
publication) is unproductive for both the reviewer and the author. In
cases where the manuscript is of low quality, it may be better to
encourage the author to revise the manuscript and resubmit it rather than
requesting revisions and re-reviewing it. In such cases, please clearly
state the reasons for “unsuitable for publication” (refer to “3”).
Comments on individual points of criticism are not required.
If reviewers have any opinions or comments for the editorial board,
please submit them separately as “Comments for the editorial board”.

(Revised on May 28, 2003)
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